THE SAXON KINGS
established himself at Altranstadt. The humbled Augus-
tus was forced to sign a treaty resigning the Polish
crown, setting free the Sobieski brothers, and breaking
off his treaty against Sweden. But the Czar Peter in his
turn invaded Poland, and Charles was roused to another
effort on behalf of Stanislaw. He defeated the Russians;
and, as with Augustus, carried the war into their own
territory. There, however, the supreme disaster of
Poltava overtook him, and left him completely wrecked.
He was forced to flee into Turkey, leaving Stanislaw at
the mercy of his enemies.
Augustus was not long in seizing the opportunity. He
promptly issued a manifesto again claiming the crown of
Poland. The daim was supported by his Saxon soldiers,
and Stanislaw fled to Pomerania. Unable to find
permanent refuge there, he attempted to join Charles
in Turkey, but was apprehended on the way. Subse-
Sendy Charles returned to Sweden, in 1714, and faith-
to his old friendship, established Stanislaw in the little
duchy of Zweibriicken. There he stayed until Charles
died, when he was obliged to take refuge in France.
The marriage of his daughter to Louis XV. ended his
misfortunes for a time, and until the end of the reign of
Augustus he found a comfortable asylum in France.
Augustus resumed the crown in 1709, encountering as
little opposition from the Polish nobles as Charles had
met when he placed Stanislaw on the throne. Through-
out the dispute the Polish military caste had conducted
themselves in no manner to earn our respect. Their
martial spirit had not been displayed to any advantage;
their inner dissensions had been made more than ever
apparent; they had only succeeded in making Poland
the plaything of the neighbouring Powers.
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